Age-specific breast cancer mortality rates in adults over 40 years of age in the five countries between 1950 and 2008 are shown for females (Fig. 1 ).
The mortality rates in Japan were lower than those in the other four countries for all age groups, but increased sharply during the observation period among all age groups except those 40 -49 years old. In Japan, there was no distinct difference between age groups 50 -84 years seen in the other four countries. In the Western countries, the mortality rates in Italy were relatively low at the beginning of the observation period, but increased thereafter and became similar to those in the other three countries. Recent trends were that mortality rates were decreasing in all age groups in the USA and the UK, and in those below 70 years in Italy and France. In Japan, such a recent downward trend was observed only in those below 50 years old.
Hiroko Yako-Suketomo 1 and Kota Katanoda 
